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quotes from John Hunneman and “The
Gift of History”, a publication of the
American Association for State and Local
History

A little over three years ago after a stirring
presentation by john Hunneman, a Mission
Statement was developed and a vote taken
which resulted in our becoming a nonprofit,
nonpartisan corporation for the purpose of
preserving Temecula Valley's historical gifts.

These gifts “derive from memory and from
traditions, from documents, images, artifacts,
buildings, monuments, and from landscapes
and ruins that have survived. Being keepers
and tellers of America’s heritage and history
in towns and cities across the land is a
weighty responsibility.”

Those on the Board have accepted direct
leadership for this task, but we all share in

the progress made and can look forward toa

future which “delights and enriches us,
enlarges and intensifies the experience of
being alive.” For as Victor Hugo said, “The
past is prologue.”

THE LUDY FAMILY

Through the efforts of those who knew
and saved the records of early pioneers,
we are able to revisit the time when the
nearest store was a half-day’s journey
away by buggy or children rode to
school on horseback. The Ludy family
once owned large expanses of land in
Southwest Riverside County. We are
indebted to Audrey Cilurzo for sharing
the material which is the basis for our
two new series, Schools, and the Ludy
Family.

P4
RECALLING OUR BEGINNING ~ President s Connen
2004 OFFICERS At a recent Temecula City Council meeting
President Jimmy Moore the Council voted to purchase property in

Old Town Temecula which contained the
Escallier house and barn.. Members of the
Society were concerned by rumors that
everything on the property would be
destroyed to build a parking lot. | prepared a
letter to the Council expressing the Temecula
Valley Historical Society’s concern about
saving these historic buildings (see letter
inside). Although unable to attend the
meeting, my letter was read to the Council by
our Secretary, Eve Craig. The members of
the Council indicated that these historic
buildings would be preserved.

On January 12, the Old Town Review Board
met to discuss the revision to the Old Town
Specific Plan. Contained in the plan is a list
of the historical sites within Old Town and
specific provisions for protecting them from
destruction. The governing body of
Temecula respects our history and will
continue to strive to protect our touch with
the past.

There will be public hearings in the future on
the Temecula General Plan, which will
contain the Old Town Specific Plan. When
you read of these hearings taking place,
please take the time to become aware of the
provisions of the Plan, and if you have issues
with any part of it, please attend the hearings
and express your opinion. That is democracy
in action.

Some events the Society will participate in
this year are the annual Heritage Luncheon,
the Pow-Wow at Pechanga, possible bus
tours, tour of the Santa Rosa Plateau, winery
tours, the Independence Day Parade and a
Historical “Show & Tell". Look for
information in future newsletters -- and plan
on attending and having a good time.

As a reminder, all of you are members of the
membership committee, so bang the drum

and help make non-members aware of our
Society by encouraging them to join.

Jimmy Moore
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