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This issue features stories of women whose
memories of Temecula Valley harken back to
an earlier time ... women who formed
lifetime friendships and alliances with
schoolmates, teachers and neighbors. There
is a homage due them for their character and
the influence they have quietly exerted over
community life here.

These stories and memoirs, told with
humility, let us glimpse into a country
kitchen, a school classroom, a living room
with fireplace and rocking chair, or walk the
tilled fields or family garden to smell the
fragrant earth.

Enjoy these vignettes, and join me in
appreciating the warmth, humor and
straightforward accounts of these women --
who are only a few of the many deserving the
title, “woman of grit.” -

Memoirs: The Series

The April issue will begin a series
on the adventures (and some mis-
adventuresl) of Mary Jane Welty,
early settler and woman of grit.
Now buried in the Temecula
cemetery, Mary Jane's stories will
be taken from her own book and
be presented for us courtesy of
Laverne Parker, present owner of
the Welty Hotel, Main Street,
Temecula.
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President Charolette Fox Oh, give me a home... This year marks the 100th anniversary

of the Wright brothers first flight.
Perhaps some of the people gathered
at Kittyhawk were just curious towns-
people who little understood the
principles of aviation, aeronautical
engineering, G-forces, weightless-
ness, or meteorological forecasting.
I wouldn't have understood it then,
and don't understand it all today.
But that does little to diminish the
admiration we should hold for those
who do, and for those whose
personal quest is greater than our
own. They are the pioneers of
history.

The Board of Directors has chosen
the 100th Anniversary of Flight as the
theme for the Annual Meeting in
November.  Help is needed to
research and coordinate a program
which highlights the story of aviation
for the Temecula Valley. If you have
photos, videos, documents, or other
personal memorabilia you are willing
to share, please contact the Board,
302-0180.

On February I, seven people with
daring spirits and a sense of service
to science and mankind re-entered
earth’s atmosphere from outer space.
We remember the mission of the
Columbia and its crew.  Their
journey is a legacy, and their history
becomes the history of us all.

Chanolette <_—Trox
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