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SNAPSHOT IN TIME

Time is slowly revealing the history of
the Temecula Indians living in the area
that covered Wolf Mountain down to
Pala, west into the Santa Rosa Mountains
and into the valley where Temecula is
now located. The first known white man
to set foot in the valley was duning the
expedition of 1797 -- almost thirty years
after Father Serra founded the first
mission.

Little is known about Temecula from
1797 to 1860 because town records were
destroyed by fire. Duting those years, a
great portion of California was controlled
by Mexico. By the mid 1840s, Mexico
was losing its hold and began the process
of making land grants. In 1845, Rancho
Temecula was granted to Felix Valdez.
In Januvary of 1847, the Butterfield
Canyon Massacre (where Mexican
soldiers enlisted the aid of the Cahuilla
Indians to massacre the Temeculans)
ended Mexico’s control. In 1859, the
first Butterfield Overland Stage arrived,
bringing new settlers to the valley.

In a 5-part seres, Myra Gonsalves
presents her research of the Temecula
Valley:

Native American Period
Mission Period

Mexican Period
American Period

20th Century

The series begins with Part 1, Native
American Period, in this issue.

President’s Corner

Our Annual Meeting will be
November 8th. That is the time when
new directors are elected. A
nominating committee has been
formed and is contacting individuals
to determine their time and interest
to serve in positions on the Board.
This is an exciting organization and
we need everyone’s talents. If you
want to serve, or want to recommend
another individual for consideration,
please contact Bonnie Reed, (909)
676-0233, immediately.

The theme of this year’s dinner
meeting with be “Remembering the
1940s”. Members are invited to
bring a cherished memory or
momento of that decade to share with
others. Informaticn and invitations
will be out soon.

Chanolette gox

Please remember us in your will or
trust.

THE MARCH OF THE

MORMON BATTALION
DURING THE EXICAR-AERICAN WAR

tours films diorama

A volunteer group charged by the U. S.
government with building a road from St.
Louis to Southern California, passed
through Temecula arriving in early 1847,
just a few days after the Mexican-American
battle at Butterfield Canyon. Known as
the Mormon Battalion, these men and
women assisted with the wounded and
helped to bury the dead before continuing
south into San Diego County.
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